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Benefits of bilingualism 

Being bilingual does not have a negative effect on the child’s intellectual development. 
On the contrary – there are numerous cognitive advantages to being bilingual.

Bilingualism does not cause problems 

in speech development or speech 
disorders.  Bilingual children vary from 

one another just as monolingual 
children do. Some will be early and 

some will be late speakers. If your 
child is already two years old, 
however, and is not putting together 

however, and is not putting together 

two-word utterances yet, it is 
recommended that you contact a 
speech therapist.

Acquiring two or three languages at the same time is not a burden to a child. A small child acquires languages as naturally as it acquires, for example, the ability to smile.

2 x language = life2
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For more information, guide with answers to the 
most frequent questions and research news

(in Polish) go to
www.podarujdzieckujezyk.org

Language is a tool for intellectual development.

Language is a way to your heart.

Language is a culture build by generations of 
people.

Language is a window on the world.

Including your world. Including your world. When you use your native 
language with your child you invite the child to 
your world, you open the door.

Give your child the gift 
of your native language!

Provide your child with the opportunity for 
best emotional and intellectual development
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Give your child the chance to 
benefit from bilingualism

In comparison to monolingual children, 
bilingual and trilingual children:

are more creative,

can concentrate better and perform better in 
abstract thinking,

are better at learning other foreign languages,are better at learning other foreign languages,

perceive the world  from the perspective of 
two/three languages and two/three cultures,

adjust better to the multicultural world, 

have greater opportunities in the job market, 
especially in the multilingual European Union.

MAKE AN INFORMED CHOICE! 

Bilingual children, who know their parents’ 
language(s) well and are brought up 
respecting the culture of their parents:

have a solid foundation for defining their 
identity,

value their cultural heritage,value their cultural heritage,

are given the chance to maintain family relations 
with their grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins 
and friends who live in the home country of their 
parents.

Being bilingual is an advantage  -
to bring up your child speaking two 
languages is a genuine achievement.

SOME ADVICE
Talk to your children in their native language, from 
the moment they are born.

Teach your children how to talk in your mother 
tongue about everyday events, friends, people met, 
about movies, nature etc.

Sing and read together in Polish.

Give your children opportunities to spend time with Give your children opportunities to spend time with 
other children speaking Polish.

Provide your children with opportunities to become 
familiar with English before they go to school 
(through nursery, Playgroups, etc.)

Go on holiday to Poland.

Enrol your children to a local group providing Enrol your children to a local group providing 
activities in the Polish language (including Polish 
Saturday/Supplementary Schools).
Contact details of Polish supplementary schools are 
available at: www.polskamacierz.org/en/

Support your children in their journey to full 
bilingualism/multilingualism.


